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DR. CAVERT HONORED AT TESTIMONIAL DINNER 


m™ Some four hundred friends from across the 
lM United States paid honor to Dr. Samuel McCrea 

Cavert at a dinner in New York City, on Tues- 
day, March 16. 

The testimonial dinner, which was sponsored 
by the National Council. of Churches, was in 
recognition of Dr. Cavert’s voluntary retirement 
on February 1 as the General Secretary of the 
National Council. At that time Dr. Cavert took 
up new duties as Executive Secretary for the 
US.A. of the World Council of Churches. In 
this new capacity he will play a leading role 
in shaping the policy of the World Council for 
the coming years. 

Paying tribute to Dr. Cavert was Bishop 
Henry Knox Sherrill, first President of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, 1950-52, who an- 
nounced establishment of a fund of over $22,000 
mas a token of the love and respect in which 
Dr. and Mrs. Cavert are held by friends and 
associates. Another speaker was Dr. Henry Sloane 
Coffin, a fellow Presbyterian and the President 
of Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
during the years when Dr. Cavert was first a 
student and then an instructor in that institu- 
tion. Dr. Cavert is now a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Seminary. 

Dr. F. Ernest Johnson, whose service to the 
ecumenical movement in the field of research, 
through the Federal Council and then through 
the National Council of Churches, matches Dr. 


to 


Cavert’s own thirty-five years, paid tribute, say- 
ing: “Statesmanship—that is the word. 
Samuel McCrea Cavert bears the authentic stamp 
of ecclesiastical statesmanship. There is some- 
thing inevitable about his stepping from the 
national to the ecumenical stage. Wherever he 
stands, wherever he goes, whenever he speaks 
or acts, people will know they are in the pres- 
ence of rare excellence and of great church- 
manship.” 

As part of the program, at which Bishop 
William C. Martin, President of the N.CC., pre- 
sided, a series of pictures were projected, show- 
ing Dr iC vavert s participation in many ecumeni- 
cal meetings and movements through the years. 


A number of delegates and consultants will 
be in the United States for some weeks 
before and after the Assembly and will be 
available for speaking engagements. Most 
of them will need to have an honorarium 
to help with their travel expenses from their 
homeland and return. Church groups who 
are interested should contact Miss Eleanor 


Kent Browne at the World Council New 


York office. If possible, give a choice of at 
least two dates when such a speaker would 
be welcome, and other particulars. Many 
speakers are well-qualified to talk on ecu- 
menical matters or the church in their home- 
lands. All those suggested will have been 
recommended to this office as speaking ex- 
cellent English. 


BILHEIMER TO BE W.C.C. 


ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 


The appointment of the Rev. Robert S. Bil- 
heimer as Associate General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, has been announced 
by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, vice-chairman of the 
World Council’s Central Committee. 


This is the first time an American will have 
held such a position at the Geneva headquar- 
ters, participating directly in the headquarters 
work and planning of the central organization. 
It is expected, in accord with the proposed re- 
port of the Committee on Structure and Func- 
tioning which will be submitted to the member 
churches of the World Council at the Second 
Assembly in Evanston, Illinois, this summer, 
that Mr. Bilheimer’s duties will include direc- 
tion of the Division of Ecumenical Studies, co- 
ordinating the Council's work in such areas as 
movements toward unity, evangelism, the mean- 
ing of “responsible society,’ and missionary 
studies. 


Mr. Bilheimer is currently Program Secretary 
in North America for the World Council. He is 
also carrying the additional responsibility of 
Executive Secretary for the World Council's 
Second Assembly to be held at Northwestern 
University, in Evanston, Illinois, in August. He 
also serves as pastor of the Westminster Presby- 
terian Church in Jamaica, New York. 


It is expected that Mr. Bilheimer will assume 
his new duties in the fall, immediately following 
the Evanston Assembly. 


Appointed to a parallel post of Associate 
General Secretary, with special responsibility 
which will probably include the co-ordination 
of program through women’s, youth and laity 
groups and the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, 
Switzerland, is the Rev. Francis Harry House, 
who since 1947 has been director of religious 
programs for the British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion. Mr. House will spend some time in Ameri- 
ca (including atendance at the Assembly) before 
taking over his new post in Geneva in 1955. 
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BOOKS 


UNESCO has published two volumes on racia 
problems, one written by Dr. W. A. Visser’ 
Hooft, General Secretary of the World Counei 
of Churches, on “The Ecumenical Movemen 
and the Racial Problem,” the other by Fathe 
Yves Congar, O.P., on “The Catholic Churel 
and the Race Question.” 


The Household of God, by Lesslie Newbigiti 
(Friendship Press, New York, 1954, 177 pp 
$2.75), underscores the missionary purpose 0 
the Church and the relation of that pu 
to the quest for unity. 
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Protestantism in America, by Jerald C. Braue 
( Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1953, 407 pp 
$3.50), is the history of many churches in 
dramatic narrative—movements, sects and § 
day schools. The American church in its 
ciological setting. ‘ 

The Theology of Evangelism, by T. A. Kal 
tonen (Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia, 19 
98 pp., $1.25), “showing that evangelism is 
imperative task for Christian laymen, as well 
ministers.” 

We Grow in the Family, by Irma Highbaug 
(Agricultural Missions, New York, 215 pp 
$2.50). Dr. Highbaugh is identified with th 
Christian Home program of the Internationa 
Missionary Council, and the present volume i 
based on the programs she has carried on i 
this field in countries around the world. 


Advocates of Reform, edited by Matthew 
Spinka (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 39' 
pp., $5.00). Covers the 250 years before Luthe 
Zwingli, and Calvin, showing how the founda 
tions were laid for the Protestant Reformation 


Set up a “Bookshelf”: Many  librarie 
churches, and councils of churches are order 
ing the full list of Assembly materials whic 
appeared in an earlier issue of The Courie’ 
They install it as an “Ecumenical Bookshelf 
with items on loan for pre-Evanston study. 
western group planned to install such a “Boo 
shelf” as a birthday tribute to an ecumenicall 
minded member. Special, $20.00. ($23.80 list. 
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IENMARK: A stone cross has been dedicated 
t Silkeborg, Denmark, to the memory of Kaj 
unk, Lutheran pastor and poet, whose courag- 
us resistance to the Nazi occupation of his 
ountry brought him a martyr’s death. 


* * * 


ERMANY: The Kirchentag of the German 
rotestant Church will be held in Leipzig from 
uly 7 to 11, according to Dr. Reinold von 
hadden, President of the Kirchentag. 


* * * 


NDIA: The Most Rev. H. Sumitra, Bishop of 
ayalaseema, was installed as Moderator of the 
hurch of South India on January 29. Bishop 
umitra is a former minister of the Congrega- 
ional Church in South India, and was for many 
ears a professor at the United Theological 
ollege Bangalore. He is the Church’s second 
oderator, succeeding Bishop Michael Hollis of 
adras who held the post since 1947 when the 
hurch of South India was formed through the 
erger of Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
ongregational and Reformed bodies. Bishop 
sslie Newbigin has been appointed Vice- 
oderator. There are now 800 clergymen in 
he Church of South India. 


* * * 


SOUTH AFRICA: Attempts to find a religious 
justification for racial discrimination were de- 
nounced by Dr. Richard Ambrose Reeves, An- 
glican Bishop of Johannesburg, in a sermon here. 

“The Church cannot keep silent but is bound 
tO raise its voice against those who seek not 
only to discriminate between people of different 
nationalities but to bolster that discrimination 
by an appeal to the Holy Scriptures,” Bishop 
Reeves said. 


* * * 


CHINA: The China Bulletin (N.C.C-U‘S.A.) 
reports that Y. T. Wu, the YMCA Secretary who 
has headed the Three Self-Reform Movement 
in the Protestant Churches of Communist China 
during the past four years, has now retired and 
is on half salary from the government as a sort 
of pension, according to a statement made by 
Rev. Wang-Tzu of Peking. T. C. Chao is re- 
ported as well, “free,” but not moving about. 


THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


MALAYA: Work campers build a church and 
medical clinic at Gunong Rapat, a village of 
4,000 Chinese and Indians near Ipoh. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: At the 11th Synod of the 
Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren re- 
cently held in Prague, it was decided to ordain 
women who had completed their studies in 
theology and to allow them to carry out their 
spiritual duties. 
* * * 

THE NETHERLANDS: The Synodal Board of the 
Netherlands Reformed Church has sent a letter 
to the Minister of War concerning the recruit- 
ment of pupils from school for the armed forces. 
The Board says it believes that the primary task 
of the school, the education of youth, is severely 
threatened by recruitment for military defense. 
It warns against the way in which the youngsters 
are made enthusiastic over modern armaments. 


* * * 


FORMOSA: The construction of the first Chris- 
tian university in Formosa has been started in 
Taichung by western missionaries and Protes- 
tant church leaders of Formosa. Tunghai Uni- 
versity is being backed by the United Board 
for Christian Colleges in China and the Presby- 
terian Church in Formosa. The University is 
expected to open in September 1954 with about 
200 students. The University’s Board of Direc- 
tors, all churchmen, include five Formosans, five 
mainland Chinese, two Britons, a Canadian and 
two Americans. 
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SHOP TALK 


The World Council's first International Work 
Camp of 1954 will be held April 15 to May 15, 
1954, in a province north of Manila. It will be 
jointly sponsored by the Youth Department 
of the Philippine Federation of Christian 
Churches, Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches, and UNESCO. UNESCO 
is conducting a pilot project in a province just 
north of Manila in fundamental community 
education and has brought in a dozen interna- 
tional experts in the various phases of com- 
munity education. It is their expectation that 
they will be able to affect the lives of every 
person in the province over a period of several 
years. 

The work project will be the building of a 
dormitory for this staff and for the continuing 
faculty, digging the irrigation ditches and build- 
ing roads. 

* * * 

The calendar for the Ecumenical Institute, 
Celigny, Switzerland, includes: June 8-22 Course 
for Pastors, July 2-12 and August 7-18 Vacation 
Courses for Laymen, July 15-August 3 Course 
for Theological Students. All the above courses 
will bear directly on the Assembly. October 1 
will be the opening date of the Third Semester 
of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 
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THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthh 
bulletin published by the United States Conferena 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fi : 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thoma 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. TH 
Council unites 161 Anglican, Orthodox ap 
Protestant communions in 48 countries. Neit 

the COURIER nor the World Council of Church¢ 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its column 
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An international radio and TV workshop fc 
all persons interested in Christian broadcastin 
efforts has been scheduled for July 26 to Augud 
6 at Union Theological Seminary in New Yor 
As this course will take place just before thi 
Evanston Assembly of the World Council ¢ 
Churches, foreign visitors will have the oppo 
tunity to study American radio and TV tech 
niques and to discuss with other participant 
methods and principles of work in their cou 
tries and churches. The workshop will be @ 
ranged by the Broadcasting and Film Commi 
sion of the National Council of Churches, whos 
new director is the Rev. S. Franklin Mack. 

The World Committee for Christian Broa 
casting will hold its annual meeting and a co 
ference of its members and area representativ 
in connection with this international rad 
workshop in New York. The conference we 
discuss primarily the expectations of Christié 
broadcasters with regard to the Evanston A 
bly of the World Council of Churches. 
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Patterns of Participation 


Across the country, church groups are develop- 
1g unique methods of pre-participation in the 
anston Assembly. Here are some “patterns” that 
e come to our attention. 


The Union Road Community Church of 
uffalo, N.Y., held a World’s Fair Weekend. 
Opportunity to get acquainted around dinner 
bles serving food of various parts of the world; 
book review program of “Africans on Safari” 
d conducted “tours” with the aid of pictures 
d slides through Mexico and Turkey were 
art of the program. 
Climax of the weekend was an ecumenical 
mMmunion service on Sunday morning, to 
hich a special invitation was extended, through 
e columns of the newspapers, to Christians 
f other countries now living in the Buffalo 
mmunity. 
Sunday afternoon the young people held a 
eet the missionary” program, featuring buzz 
ssions, with missionary leaders from various 
untries and an invitation to visiting students 
om overseas to be guests. A consecration 
tvice Sunday evening focussed the three-day 
rogram on the world-wide responsibility of 
hristians. Exhibits of missionary and World 
ouncil of Churches material—especially fea- 
ring the Evanston Assembly—were an impor- 
mt part of the program. Flags of countries 
ound the world decorated the rooms and tables. 

* * * 
The Drama Committee of the Christian 
iducation Department of the Washington 
D.C.) Federation of Churches is sponsor- 
ng a drama writing contest on the theme, 
*The Church Ecumenical.” One act, 20- 
ninute plays are specified—suitable also for 
elevision. Those judged best will be pro- 
luced by the Federation. 

* * * 

The Pilgrim Congregational Church, the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church and the Union 
Avenue Christian Church are neighbors in St. 
ouis. They had three Wednesday evening fel- 
owship dinners in January and February, each 
church in its turn entertaining the other two, 
it which times the themes of the Second Assem- 
sly were presented. Then on successive Sunday 
evenings a group made up of members of the 
hree churches studied Assembly materials. 


A pageant based on the Second Assembly was 
presented by the Christian Youth Council of 
the Church Federation of Indianapolis. The four 
episodes portrayed in miniature the worship, 
fellowship, the study work, and popular inter- 
pretation (press) at the Assembly. 

* * * 

Evanston’s two theological seminaries, 
Western and. Garrett, held “World Chris- 
tianity” forums, on four Sundays beginning 
February 14. Each session began with a state- 
ment by an eminent churchman, presenting 
one or more Assembly themes which were 
then discussed informally by a panel of pro- 
fessors from the two seminaries. Each session 
closed with opportunity for those present to 
ask questions or present their own views. 

* * * 

Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, Califor- 
nia, has installed a display of current ecumenical 
literature. Books may be borrowed, pamphlet 
material examined, and free materials obtained 
from the seminary library. 

* * * 

“One World in Christ—as Seen Through 
Three Doorways” is the June program of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
United Lutheran Church. This effective 
pageant by Josephine Almond looks at the 
Church Ecumenical through the doorway 
of yesterday, today and tomorrow. It is part 
of the Lutheran women’s enthusiastic pre- 
Evanston ecumenical emphasis. 

* * * 

A series of adult forums is being held by the 
First Presbyterian Church in Monmouth, Illinois, 
on Sunday evenings between October 1953 and 
April 1954. The forums meet monthly to hear 
outstanding speakers on the themes of the As- 
sembly, followed by a discussion and coffee hour. 

* * * 

The Rauschenbusch Lectures on ‘The 
Churches of South and East Asia,” by Dr. M. 
Searle Bates, and a Seminar on “Biblical 
Hope” by Dr. Bernhard W. Anderson, are 
two ecumenically timely features of the 
twenty-fourth annual Spring Convocation of 
Colgate Rochester Divinity School, to be 
held in co-operation with New York State 
Council of Churches, April 19-21, 1954. 


eis 
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THE PROMISE - A FILM FOR PENTECOS' 


Many persons have told us that THE PROMISE 
one of the most moving and inspiring films they have 
ever seen. It deals with the theme of Pentecost ina 
truly reverent manner, and is especially appropriate} 
for showing during the seven-week period between 
Easter and Pentecost Sunday. yi, 

Set in modern-day England, THE PROMISE follows 
the search of a social worker as he attempts to finds 
the motivating influence in the saintly life of his} 
predecessor. From jail to tenement to countryside tot 
art gallery to flashbacks of the first Pentecost, the st 
unfolds step-by-step until the promise itself is under- 
stood. Top British stars appear without credit in this 
extraordinary religious film, which was personally pro 
duced by J. Arthur Rank, and is said to be the one 
picture this famous producer most wanted to make. — 

The film is distributed for church or communi 
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Pentecost Materials Ready 
for June 6 Observance 


Each year more churches accept Pentecost as 
an appropriate occasion for celebrating the 
birthday of the Church, and for emphasizing its 
world-wide outreach and ecumenical character. 

This year Pentecost (which comes fifty days 
after Easter) will fall on June 6. For this occa- 
sion, the World Council has prepared a beau- 
tiful (red on gray) poster and bulletin cover. 
The inside of the bulletin cover is plain, for 
mimeographing your own church service. On 
the back is an appropriate ecumenical liturgy. 


Materials should be ordered from the New 
York office of the W.C.C. 
Pentecost Bulletin covers ($1.50 per 100) 
Pentecost Posters (10¢ each) 
Pentecost Message, 1954, from the W.C.C. Presi- 
dents (5¢ each) 
Pentecost Ministerial Helps (1953 edition), while 
they last (25¢ each) 
Prayer Bookmarks ($1.00 per 100) 
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showing in this country through United World Films: 
1445 Park Avenue, New York 29. The price is $1 
rental per showing. In writing United World Films 
please mention The Courier and give first and second 
choice of dates. 


SWITZERLAND: Twenty-four students recei 
their diplomas from the Graduate School 
Ecumenical Studies on February 14. They c# 
from twelve different countries. The chu 
membership of the group included: Protests 
Episcopal, Evangelical Lutheran, Reforn 
Methodist, Orthodox, the Waldensian Chu 
as well as united Churches such as the Kyo: 
in Japan and the United Church of Cana 
The teaching body comprised theologians ff 
Germany, England, the Netherlands, Swit 
land, Denmark, Sweden and the United Sta 
* * * 

Elton Trueblood, a Quaker, is the new C 
of Religious Policy for the U.S. Informas 
Service. He will be in charge of religious | 
gramming for the Voice of America and ad 
on overseas libraries of USIS. 


As seemed appropriate this year, the Pentet 
materials also point up the theme of the Sect 
Assembly, with the scriptural promise, “By) 
power of the Holy Spirit, you may abound 
hope.” 


